
Lago Vista Independent School District Bands 
Marching Band Frequently Asked Questions 

 
 
Who can be in marching band? 
All students currently enrolled at Lago Vista High School and select students in eighth grade at Lago 
Vista Middle School.  Students heading into eighth grade are selected based on their playing abilities 
and maturity.  If selected to be in the high school band, they will participate in that ensemble for the 
entire year. 
Band is a commitment.  That is the biggest word I use regarding band each year.  Like practicing 
for a sport, it requires commitment to ensure they grow individually, but also as a team that works 
together to achieve success. 
 
Can my student be in band and athletics? 
YES!  Your student can be in athletics and in band.  This is the most common question that we 
receive each year.  We have a great working relationship with our coaching staff in Lago Vista and 
encourage our students to be involved in other activities.  We ask our students who are involved to 
remember to communicate with all parties involved.  We are very supportive of our active students 
and encourage them to be active on their respective campus.  While a student who participates in 
both may be busy, careful planning and strong time management permits them to participate in both 
activities. 
The rule that we apply to our students is that if a student needs to miss a band function, they are 
required to submit an e-mail to Mr. DuPlooy at least two weeks prior to that event so that 
preparations can be made if required. 
 
What credit does my student earn for participating in marching band? 
Students will earn one Fine Arts credit and are also able to earn .5 credits for Physical Education.  
Two completed semesters of marching band will equal one full Physical Education credit. 
	
Is it expensive to be in band? 
Marching band does have a few financial requirements that students are responsible for.  They will 
need to purchase their summer marching uniform, as well as their marching shoes at the beginning of 
the year.  In years in which an out-of-state trip is not scheduled, there is typically a band fee that is 
applied to help cover certain expenses for the students.  This fee is all money that is spent directly on 
the students themselves.  Students also have the option of purchasing away game meals in which a 
meal is provided for them prior to all out-of-town football games. 
We have an incredible Band Booster Club that assists us time and time again to ensure our students 
are taken care of and that a financial situation does not prevent a student from being able to be a part 
of the band. 
 
What is the time commitment for high school band? 
The months of August-October are typically the busiest time for our high school band students as 
that is how long our marching season lasts.  Students are required to attend summer marching camp 
which begins the last week of July and runs through the beginning of school.  These summer 
practices are typically all day (except on Teacher Inservice Days where we transition to evening 
rehearsals). 
The marching band performs at all varsity football games, both home and away, and will participate 
in at least two marching competitions in October.  We ask students to keep all Saturdays open in 
October for possible marching competitions. 
 



Our weekly rehearsal schedule is typically as follows, but is subject to change.  We try and work our 
schedule around athletic practices to avoid unnecessary conflicts. 
Monday  Full Band Rehearsal  6:00pm-9:00pm 
Tuesday  Woodwind Sectionals  4:15pm-5:30pm 
Wednesday Full Band Rehearsal  7:15am-8:45am 
  Percussion Sectionals  4:15pm-6:00pm 
Thursday Full Band Rehearsal  7:15am-8:45am 
  Brass Sectionals   4:15pm-5:30pm  
Friday  Full Band Rehearsal  7:15am-8:45am 
  *Football Games are held typically on Friday evenings* 
 
During the spring semester, out of school rehearsals and are typically only assigned should they be 
required for UIL preparation or special events.  For example, sectionals may be called once a week to 
get more one-on-one attention as needed. 
 
Does the school provide instruments to students? 
We will provide marching french horns (mellophones), marching baritones, sousaphones, and all 
percussion instruments for students in the marching band.  For all other instruments, we do have a 
very limited supply of other instruments that are available, but are provided on a need-based situation 
first. 
 
How do I sign up for band? 
Counselors are currently working on sending out course selection materials.   For students who will 
be in high school band for the first time, they will need to sign up for Marching Band I.  If this is 
your second year in band, you will sign up for Marching Band II, etc… 
  
What if I have more questions? 
We are here to help!  Do not hesitate to contact Mr. DuPlooy (pieter_duplooy@lagovista.txed.net) if 
you should have any additional questions. 
We will be communicating via our band website:  www.lagovistabands.com 
Find us on Facebook and request to join:  Lago Vista Band Boosters 


